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The National Conference on “Recent Trends in Historical and Archaeological
Researches of Eastern India” was held on 10th and 11th February 2024, at Government
College, Sundargarh, Odisha. The conference aimed to provide a platform for scholars and
researchers to discuss the latest developments in the fields of history and archaeology,
particularly focusing on the eastern region of India. The event was a significant academic
gathering that attracted a diverse group of scholars, archaeologists, and students from across

the country.

INAUGURAL SESSION

The conference commenced with a Welcome Address by the Convenor, Dr. Sakir
Hussain, who introduced the theme of the conference and outlined its importance in fostering
academic dialogue on the recent trends in historical and archaeological research. Dr. Hussain
highlighted the rich historical and archaeological heritage of Eastern India and the need for

in-depth scholarly exploration of its past.

Following the welcome address, Dr. Lalit Ranjan Sahu, Principal of Government
College, Sundargarh, delivered the Inaugural Address. He emphasized the significance of
the conference in contributing to the academic environment of the region and lauded the
efforts of the Department of History in organizing the event. The Chief Guest, Prof. Susmit
Prasad Pani, Executive Member of OSHEC, Government of Odisha, then addressed the
gathering. Prof. Pani highlighted the crucial role of historical and archaeological research in
understanding the socio-cultural evolution of Odisha and the broader Eastern India region. He
called for more interdisciplinary approaches to further our understanding of the past. The
Guests of Honour, Prof. Pradeep Kumar Behera (Retd.), P.G. Department of History,
Sambalpur University, and Dr. Dibishada Brajasundar Garnayak, Superintending
Archaeologist, Puri-Circle, Archaeological Survey of India, also spoke on the occasion. Prof.

Behera shared his insights on the growing importance of historical studies in contemporary
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times, while Dr. Garnayak shed light on the recent archaeological excavations and findings in

the region, particularly in Odisha.

The Keynote Address was delivered by Dr. Umakanta Mishra, Associate Professor,
Department of History, Ravenshaw University, Cuttack. His talk, titled “Buddhist Image
Inscriptions from Odisha: Social Background of Donors and Issues of Religious
Equations”, explored the historical and social contexts behind the Buddhist inscriptions
found in Odisha, discussing the relationship between donors and the religious landscapes of

the time.

The inaugural session concluded with the Release of the Souvenir, a publication that
showcased the conference's theme and the contributions of various scholars. Following this, a
special Felicitation Ceremony honoured retired faculties from the Department of History for
their invaluable contributions to the field of education and research. The session concluded

with a Vote of Thanks by Dr. Jayashankar Naik, Co-Convenor of the conference.

ACADEMIC SESSIONS

The session on Archaeological Research was particularly well-received, with Dr.
Dibishada Brajasundar Garnayak delivering an Invited Talk on the recent Excavation at
Narla Asurgarh, where he shared his team’s findings and their implications for
understanding the region's ancient history. Over the two days, a total of 26 papers were
presented, covering a wide range of topics in archaeology, ancient history, and modern
history. The papers provided new perspectives and insights into various historical periods and
archaeological discoveries from Eastern India. Topics ranged from ancient scripts,
inscriptions, and religious practices to modern historical interpretations and archaeological

methodologies.
DAY-1
The following is a detailed summary of the papers presented during First Day.

1. Brundaban Mishra — State Formation in Odisha During the Sixteenth Century
(Online)

Dr. Brundaban Mishra’s paper examined the complex process of state formation in

Odisha during the 16th century, focusing on the political dynamics and socio-cultural factors
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that contributed to the rise of regional powers. The study offered a critical analysis of the
political transformations that shaped Odisha’s statecraft, especially in the context of regional

rulers and their interactions with neighboring territories.
2. Tosabanta Padhan — Heritage Archaeology of Rajgir, Bihar (Online)

Tosabanta Padhan’s presentation explored the rich archaeological heritage of Rajgir, a
historically significant site in Bihar. He highlighted recent archaeological excavations and
heritage conservation efforts, connecting Rajgir's ancient past with contemporary heritage
practices. The talk also delved into the challenges and strategies for preserving this culturally

important site.
3. Atul Pradhan — Excavation at Barpali Asurgarh

Atul Pradhan’s paper presented the findings from recent excavations at Barpali
Asurgarh, an important archaeological site in Odisha. The excavation revealed evidence of
ancient settlements, providing crucial insights into Early historic culture of the region and
offering new perspectives on the social, economic, and religious practices of the people who

once inhabited the area.
4. Dr. Amaresh Sahoo — Jogindra Villas Palace - A Heritage Palace of Boudh

Dr. Amaresh Sahoo’s paper explored Jogindra Villas Palace in Boudh, focusing on its
architectural significance and historical value as a heritage site. The presentation included an
in-depth analysis of the palace’s cultural and historical importance in the context of Boudh’s

royal legacy and its role in Odisha’s architectural history.
5. Dr. Sudam Deep — Lithic Settlements of Tel River Valley, Sonepur

Dr. Sudam Deep discussed the lithic settlements discovered in the Tel River Valley in
Sonepur, Odisha. These findings provided valuable evidence of prehistoric human habitation
and helped contextualize the region's ancient human settlement patterns. Dr. Deep's work
contributes significantly to understanding the development of early human societies in

Eastern India.
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6. Chandrama Mishra — Family at a Glance: "Unsung Freedom Fighters of
Western Odisha'

Chandrama Mishra’s paper focused on the contributions of unsung freedom fighters
from Western Odisha during India’s independence struggle. The study highlighted the role
of these individuals in the freedom movement and brought attention to their sacrifices, which

have often been overlooked in mainstream historical narratives.
7. Dr. Bandita Biswal — Ganjapa of Subarnapur: A Preliminary Observation

Dr. Bandita Biswal presented a preliminary analysis of Ganjapa, a traditional card
game and art form, from the region of Subarnapur in Odisha. The paper explored the
cultural and social significance of Ganjapa in Odisha’s heritage and its role in preserving

local traditions and art forms.

8. Santosh Mallik — Reconciling Eroticism in Early-Medieval Odisha Society: Some

Reflections on Magico-Religious Perceptions

Santosh Mallik’s paper explored the magico-religious perceptions of eroticism in
early-medieval Odisha. The presentation examined the ways in which eroticism was
represented in the art, sculpture, and religious practices of the time, highlighting its

integration into the cultural and religious life of the period.

9. Neha Sharma — Archaeology of Place: A Comparative Analysis of Hatigumpha

and Ulapgarh in Odisha

Neha Sharma’s paper provided a comparative archaeological analysis of two
significant sites in Odisha: Hatigumpha and Ulapgarh. She examined the inscriptions,
artifacts, and architectural elements at both locations, shedding light on the cultural and

historical ties between these sites and their respective roles in the ancient history of Odisha.

10. Kedarnath Buda — Texture Analysis in Archaeological Image Processing for

Artifact Identification

Kedarnath Buda introduced a novel approach to archaeological research through
image processing techniques for identifying artifacts. His presentation highlighted how
texture analysis can be applied to archaeological images to aid in the classification and

interpretation of artifacts, offering a fresh perspective on digital methods in archaeology.
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11. Efrem Kullu — Unsettled Lives: Tribal Displacement in Sundargarh District,

Odisha: A Post-Colonial Perspective

Efrem Kullu’s paper examined the issue of tribal displacement in Sundargarh
District of Odisha, exploring the socio-economic and cultural impacts of post-colonial
policies on the tribal communities in the region. The paper provided an important post-
colonial perspective on the challenges faced by these communities in the context of modern

development.

12. Sambhu Sankar Deep — A Legacy Unfurled: Exploring the History of Education

in India from the British Period Onwards

Dr. Sambhu Sankar Deep’s paper explored the history of education in India, with a
specific focus on the colonial period and its impact on the educational system. The paper
traced the evolution of educational policies and institutions in India from British colonial rule
to the post-independence period, emphasizing the legacy of colonial education in modern

Indian society.

13. Chudamani Rana - Archaeological Exploration of Prehistoric Culture of
Bargarh District: A Case Study on Barapahad Hill and Jhaun River Valley

Chudamani Rana’s presentation focused on the prehistoric culture of Bargarh
District in Odisha. The paper discussed the archaeological explorations at Barapahad Hill
and the Jhaun River Valley, shedding light on the early human settlements in the region and

their cultural and technological advancements.

14. Himanshu Shekhar Mahakur — A Preliminary Report on Recently Explored
Archaeological Sites in Udanti Valley, Nuapada District

Himanshu Shekhar Mahakur presented a preliminary report on the recently explored
archaeological sites in Udanti Valley, Nuapada District, Odisha. The paper outlined the
findings from these sites, contributing to our understanding of the ancient human settlements

and their lifestyle in this relatively unexplored region of Odisha.
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15. Mr. Rabindra Haripal — Tracing the Legacy of Goddess Samlei: Exploring the
Samleswari Cult in Sambalpur District of Western Odisha

Mr. Rabindra Haripal explored the Samleswari cult and its religious significance in
Sambalpur District of Western Odisha. He traced the history of Goddess Samlei and her
worship, discussing the cultural and spiritual role of the deity in the lives of the local

communities.

16. Ananda Naik — Art and Architecture of Southern Region of Odisha: With Special
Reference to the Jagannath Temple at Khandapada, District Nayagarh

Ananda Naik’s paper focused on the art and architecture of the southern region of
Odisha, with special reference to the Jagannath Temple at Khandapada in Nayagarh
District. The presentation provided an in-depth analysis of the temple’s architectural style, its

sculptural features, and the religious significance of the temple in the region.
DAY-2

The second day of the National Conference on *"Recent Trends in Historical and
Archaeological Researches of Eastern India™ (11th February 2024) continued with a series
of engaging presentations by distinguished scholars and researchers. The topics presented in
the academic sessions on this day covered a wide range of themes, from prehistoric
settlements to tribal cultures, religious practices, and heritage tourism in Odisha. The

following is a detailed summary of the papers presented during Day 2.

1. Dr. Subodha Mendaly — Prehistoric Settlement in Middle Brahmani River Valley,
Odisha

Dr. Mendaly's paper explored the prehistoric settlements in the Middle Brahmani
River Valley of Odisha, a region rich in ancient archaeological sites. The paper focused on
the paleolithic and mesolithic remains discovered in the valley and discussed the settlement
patterns, tools, and lifestyle of the prehistoric communities in this part of Odisha, offering

new insights into early human habitation in the region.
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2. Dullava Kumar Sa — Tribal Economy vis-a-vis Urbanization: A Case Study of
Munda and Oram Tribes of Lephripara Block of Sundargarh District, Odisha

Dullava Kumar Sa’s paper analyzed the tribal economy in relation to the process of
urbanization in Sundargarh District, focusing on the Munda and Oram tribes of
Lephripara Block. The study explored how these tribal communities have adapted to the
forces of modernization and urbanization while maintaining their traditional economic
practices, offering a critical perspective on the challenges and opportunities they face in the

modern era.
3. Dr. Jagnyaseni Chhatria — Bhuyan Culture in the Map of Sundargarh District

Dr. Jagnyaseni Chhatria’s paper focused on the Bhuyan tribe and their cultural
significance in Sundargarh District. The paper explored the traditions, rituals, and
lifestyle of the Bhuyan people, shedding light on their historical roots, cultural identity, and
contributions to the socio-cultural fabric of the district. The study also discussed how the

Bhuyan culture is integrated into the broader cultural mosaic of Odisha.

4. Raghumani Naik — Role of Adivasi Mission Board and Missionaries in Tribal

Development of Koraput in the 20th Century

Raghumani Naik explored the role of the Adivasi Mission Board and missionaries in
the tribal development of Koraput during the 20th century. The paper examined how
missionary efforts, particularly in education and healthcare, contributed to the modernization
of tribal communities in Koraput while also reflecting on the socio-cultural changes brought

about by these interactions.

5. Nutan Khamari — Swadhinata Parabarti Odia Upanyasa Re Adhibasi Jibana
Chitra

Nutan Khamari’s paper delved into the representation of tribal life in post-
independence Odia literature. Specifically, she explored the portrayal of tribal life in Odia
novels after India’s independence, highlighting how authors depicted the challenges,
struggles, and resilience of tribal communities in the changing socio-political landscape of

the time.
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6. Dr. Jayashankar Naik — A Study of Art & lconography of Mahisasutamardini
Durga Cult in Prachi Valley, Odisha

Dr. Jayashankar Naik presented a detailed study on the art and iconography of the
Mabhisasutamardini Durga cult in the Prachi Valley of Odisha. The paper focused on the
sculptural representations and iconographic symbols associated with the Durga cult,
discussing the evolution of the goddess’s depiction in art and its religious and cultural

significance in the region.
7. Hemananda Kanhei — The Binjhal Tribe of Borasambhar: A Case Study

Hemananda Kanhei’s presentation offered a deep dive into the Binjhal tribe of
Borasambhar, analyzing their social structure, rituals, language, and cultural practices.
The study highlighted the tribe’s unique identity and how they have maintained their
traditions despite external pressures, providing a valuable case study on tribal resilience in

contemporary Odisha.
8. Rajesh Kumar Mohanty — Heritage Sites of Odisha: A Tourism Perspective

Rajesh Kumar Mohanty’s paper explored the heritage sites of Odisha from a tourism
perspective, examining how these sites are marketed, preserved, and interpreted to the
public. The paper discussed the potential of Odisha's cultural and historical heritage to
contribute to the tourism industry, while also addressing challenges in sustainable tourism

and heritage conservation in the state.

9. Sudhansu Sekhar Panda — Unraveling Divine Threads: A Study of Religious

Place Names in Post-Colonial Era of Bargarh District, Western Odisha

Sudhansu Sekhar Panda’s paper studied the evolution of religious place names in
Bargarh District in the post-colonial era. The presentation focused on how these names
reflect both the colonial legacy and local religious practices, offering a unique perspective

on the intersection of religion, culture, and politics in the naming of sacred sites.

10. Dibya Ranjan Tripathy — Socio-Religious Practices of Mahima Dharma in
Odisha

Dibya Ranjan Tripathy’s paper examined the socio-religious practices associated with

Mahima Dharma, a unique religious movement in Odisha. The paper discussed the key
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beliefs, rituals, and practices of the Mahima Dharma followers, highlighting its influence on
Odisha’s religious landscape and its role in the cultural identity of the state.

VALEDICTORY SESSION

The Valedictory Function was held on 11th February 2024, from 12:30 pm to 1:30
pm. The session began with an introduction of the guests by Dr. Sakir Hussain, the

Convenor.

The Chief Guest for the valedictory session, Prof. Bidhu Bhusan Mishra, Hon’ble
Vice-Chancellor of Sambalpur University, delivered the closing address. Prof. Mishra praised
the conference for its academic excellence and the quality of research presented. He
emphasized the importance of continuing such academic dialogues to further the field of
historical and archaeological studies in Eastern India.

In the Certificate Distribution ceremony Prof. Mishra distributed certificates to P.G.
students who presented posters during the conference. This ceremony recognized the

contributions of young scholars to the field.

The session concluded with the Vote of Thanks by Dr. Jayashankar Naik, Co-
Convenor, expressing gratitude to the participants, speakers, and organizers for their hard

work and dedication.

The event was organized with the support of an Advisory Committee comprising
notable scholars and experts, including Mr. B.K. Patel, Dr. K. Behera, Mr. A.K. Naik, Mr.
N.K. Sethy, Dr. B.B., Mallick, Dr. A.K. Jha, Dr. R. Ranjan, Mr. N Khamari, Sri. G. Das, Mrs.
M.R. Lakra, Mr. A.K. Sahoo, Dr. G.B.. Pradhan, Dr. P.K. Samantaroy. The Organizing
Committee consists of Mr. S.K. Pujari, Mr. J. Hau, Miss. A Kindo, Mr. S.P. Mohanty, Dr.
B.K. Mahakur, Dr. S.S. Deep, Dr. D. Rout, Dr. Arjun Behera, Mr. K. Buda, Mr. P.K. Sahoo,
Mr. P. Nag, Mr. S. Xalxo, Mr. R. Xalxo, Mr. S.K. Naik, Mr. Kharbel Sa, Mr. S. Patel, Miss.

G. Dakua, played a key role in ensuring the smooth conduct of the conference.

CONCLUSION

The National Conference on Recent Trends in Historical and Archaeological
Researches of Eastern India was a resounding success, fostering rich discussions and

exchange of ideas on the history and archaeology of Eastern India. The two-day event not
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only provided valuable insights into the history of the region but also facilitated meaningful
interactions among researchers, scholars, and students, thereby contributing to the growth of
historical and archaeological studies in the region.

The success of the conference is a testament to the dedication of the Department of
History, Government College, Sundargarh, and its organizing team, and it is hoped that

such academic initiatives will continue to promote research and scholarship in the years to

come.
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